= Brief Account 
OF THE 
an Trunty. 
IN A 


ESSE. 


TO A 


i ted for (barles Brome, at the Gm, 
* Weſt-End of St. Payl's, 1695. 


BRIEF ACCOUNT 


| Sociman Trimty. 
Ina LETTER toa. 


FRIEND. 


SIR, 


F 1 HE Socinians hold a Trinity as 
; wellas we : They have late- 
| ly Publiſhed Bidle's C onfeſsion 
f: packs the Holy Trinity. Bur in 
4 i of this is all the diffe- 


A 2 _ xence:; 
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rence: He, and one part of the Socini- 


ans, make the Second and Third Per-J 
{ons to be Creatures, wherein they are. 
guilry of a very groſs ſort of 1dolatry,' 
beyond what was acknowledged by 
any of the Heathens, To join Creatives: 


into one Holy Trinity with God, and to 


Baptize Men into the Faith and Wor-f 
ſhip of Creatures. q "The Arians. could}. 


never anſwer che Charge of Holatry in 
giving Divine Honour to Chriſt, while 
they acknowledged him to be\but a 


Creature: Nor can the YVorſhip off 


Chriſt, ſuppoſing-him but a Creature, be 
excuſed from [dolatry, by any manner 
of way, which will not at the ſame 
time juſtifie the Excuſes not only . of 
the Church of Rome, but of the Heathen 
themſelves for their Idolatry. 


Another ſort of Sociniians deny thelf 
Second and Third of the Trinity to bel” 
Perſons : And make 'them no mort} * 


than the Power and Y//iſdom of God,'or 
call: 


e 
\ 
, 
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call'd his YYord, the other his Spirit, 


{ bur yer thar they are nothing different 


from God ; as by.a Mans Spirit, you 
mean the Man himſelf. Thus the Brief 


S HiStory of the Uni-tarians. 


Bur, by this Rule, they cannot ſtop 
at a Trmity in God, but muſt go thro all 


| his Actribures, Juſtice, Mercy, Provie 
| dence, Ommpotence, Etermty, and TT wen- 


ty more ; and inſtead of the Three in 
Heaven ( which .they acknowledge) 


| they muſt go to a Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, 
{1 3nd without End. 


In the next Place, where it is ſaid, 


þ Jobn 1. 14. The VVord was made Fleſh, 


they ſay that no Perſon was made 
Fieſh : This Second of* the Trinity they 
lay is not a Perſon, but only God's 


'Þ Power, or the Manifeftation of his Pow- 
& fr, which chey ſay Inbabited an Hu- 
& mane Perſon ; 4. e. the Perſon of Jeſus 
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So God Inhabited or Inſpired the Pro- 
phets,. Apoſtles, &c. but this did nor 


make Him to become Fleſh. 


But he inſpired Chriſt in a Higher | 


Deoree. 


The Degree hignifies nothing as to 


the being made Fleſh.. No Inſpiration}. 
or inhabitation of God, or any thing 
lefs than an Imperſonation ; i. e, taking: 


_- 
(oY 


our Fleihs inco his own Perſon, fo as ta 


be one Per/ou with kim, nothing leſs 

than this can make him to be Fleſh. 
And it is certain that nothing can 

be made Fleſh but a Perſon. A Mani- 


feſtation of God, or of any thing elſe, 


15 nothing in it ſelf ; it is but our man- 
ner of Apprehending what is manifeſted 


or fhewyn to us: And to talk of this 


being made Fleſh, is the groſeſt Non- 


{ence and Gontradiftion : Therefore 


if chere be but - One Perſon in the Tri- 
nity (as this Sett of Socinians do hold) 
then the whole Trinity was made Fleſh; 
| and 
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and then they muſt come to Muggleton, 
who fays, as they do, that there is 


- bur One Perſon in the Godhead, which 
\ is God the Father ; and that He was 


Incarnate, and really Died, fo that 


" there was then no God : Bur Mug gle- 


ton ſays that Elijah govern'd in his ab- 


' ſence, Rais'd him from'the Dead, and. 
Reſtord him his "Throne, and: then 


He was God again. 

Bur, onthe other hand, if there be 
Three Perſons in the- Holy Trinity (as 
the reſt of our Socinians do hold) Bur 
the Second and Third only (reatures, 
and that the Word (the Second Perſon) 
was Incarnate ; then they muſt anſwer 
for their Idolatry, in Worſhiping a 


meer Creature ; and anſwer the Cloud 
of Texts which require and atteſt 


Divine Hogor to be due to Chrift, and 
Command the very Angels of God to 
Worſbip Him. | 
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But, to turn again to thoſe Sociui» | 


ans who will have but one Perſon in the” } 


Trinity, they put this Meaning: upon” F 
Matth., 28. 19. that we are" Bapti- 
zed in the Name of the Father, and of _ 


the $0n (who is the ſelf-ame Perſon Þ 


with the Father) and of the Holy 
Ghoſt (who is' the ſame Perſon with 
chem Both.) 

Again, Matth. 12. 32. if you fin. 
againſt one of theſe you ſhall be for- | 
given ; but_if you fin againſt another 
(who is the very ſame with that one) 
you {hall nor be forgiven: 

Now, I pray you, compare their 
Trinity and ours: ' They make Three 
in Heaven who are not mh Three, but 
may be Threeſcore, and yet all bur one 


ind the ſelf-ſame Perſon. 


* 'We acknowledge the Three in Hea- 


ven, whom the Scriptures tell us of, © E 
ro be oy Three, and that they are Three 


_ One 
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One' of theſe was made Fleſh, the 


Þ other not, yer they will nor allow them 


$ to be different Perſons, | but- that He 
$ who todk Fleſh, and He who did not 
take Fleſh were the ſame, or that they 
' were not T'po. 
- Theſe are the Men who cry out 
upon Myteries ; and pretend to Ex- 
plain their Faith wholly by Reaſon 
"and Demonſtration, and to make it eaſie 
$ and incelligible co the meaneſt Under- 
— Randing)! 
Belides, they differ more (if more 
* can be) betwixt one another, than 
they do from us. Whar greater dif- 
\ ference can there be concerning the 
0bjef of our Worſhip than one to 
Woke it GOD, the other but a Crea- 
ture? As it is among the Socmians, in 


& their Opinion of the Second-, and 
F Third in the Holy Trinity. 'Whae 


greater difference, than for one to ſay 
they are Perſons, another no Perſons? One *' 
to 
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to ſay they are Adarable, the other 
not > Muſt not one of theſe rhink the 
other Idolaters ? And the other think 
them Profane, and Erroneous i Faith, 
who deny Divine Honour to. whom 
It is Due ? 

Theſe call themſelves Unitariars ; 
yet there is not, nor can be in the 
World, greater Diviſion, and at fare 
ther diſtance, than berwixe the ſeveral 
ſorts of theſe, who own themlſelves 
by one Name, and would have the 
World believe that they have the 
{ame Faith: Which ,. when ſo con: 
tradictory to it ſelf, it can be Ill ex- 
peed to agree with the Holy Scri- 
ptures, and with the Holy Catholick 
Church. 


.  Weacknowledge a Great and Sub- 
lime Myftery in the Holy Trinity of 
GOD: That is a Myſtery to us, 
which. exceeds ' our. , Underſtanding. 
And many ſuch Hyſteries there are, 
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to us, in the Nature of God which we 
all acknowledge ; A Firſt Canſe with- 
out a Beginning! A Being which nei- 


| ther made it Jelf, nor was made by any 


other! Infmite without Extenfien! In 
every place, yet circumſcribd in no 
place! Eternal. and Perpetnally Exiſting, 
without any Sxcceſ$ion ! a Preſent with» 
out Pa, or Future! and many other 
ſuch /un-Explainable, un-Intelligible, In- 
comprehenſible Myſteries; which yet 
hinder not our Belief of a God. And 
therefore not being able fully and 
clearly ro explain the Trinity, which is 
the moſt hidden and /ecret Artribute of 
the Nature of God, can. be no Reaſon 


for usto reje ſuch Revelation which 


God has given us of Himſelf. Yer - 
do we not want ſeveral Shadows and 
Reſemblances of one Nature communi- 
cating it ſelf ro many Individuals, with- 
out /either a FHnltiplication or Divi- 
ſon of the Nature. We fay that the 
| | Soul 
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Seal is all in all, and all in every part of 
the Body; yet "that the Soul is neither 
Multiplied nor Divided among the 
ſeveral Members of the | Body. It is | 
impoſſible for us cither to' Explan | 
this, or to Deny it; for we feel it to Þ| 
be ſo, though it is wholly wnconcei- 
yable to us bow it can be, Now if the 
Soul, which is) but an Image of God, | 
at an Infinite diſtance, can commus- 
nicate it ſelf ro ſeveral Members , 

without breach of its Unity ; why 
ſhould it be Impoſlible for the Eternal 
and Infinite Mind to communicate it 
ſelf ro ſeveral Perſons, without breach 
of its Unity; I will be bold co ſay, 
you will not find fo near a Parallel in 
Nature whereby to conceive of God's 
- Eternity, or his Infinity, as this, and 
2 great many more, whereby we 
; may conceive of His Tri rinity and Unity, 
by what we feel in our ſelves, and 
ſee in a thouſand things that are 
before 
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| before us. We ſee Extenſion not 


Divided but-Diſtingaiſh'd into its three 


Dimenſions ; and! Communicating its 


' whole Nature to each of the Three , for 


' | Zach is Extenſion; and yer there is 
F bur one Extenſion in all the Three. 


The Soul is not Divided berwixt its 
ſeveral Faculties ; they remain per- 


 feftly diſtingwſh'd, - though not divi- 


ded from one another : To underſtand 


- what is preſent, is a quite different thing 


; from Remembring what is Paſt ; and 


to Love or Hate, is different from 
both of theſe; yet theſe Three Fa- 


 culties, the UnderStanding, the Me- 


mory, and the Will, partake all equally. 
of the ſame Soul. 

Light and Heat are ſo different , 
that ſome are capable of the One, 
who are not of the Other; and yet 
they are not Divided in the Sun ; but 
flow equally and naturally from 
without any Diviſion of its Nature. 
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I ay not that any of thefe Parallelt * 
do come up to the full explanation 
of the Communication of the Divine 
Nature to ſeveral Perſons, without any |} 
Diviſion or Multiplication of the Natwe : 


But I am ſure they take away the 
ContradiFion alledged to be in it, while 


we ſee the fame Difficulty in our own } 
and other Natures, which we can as 'Þ 


liccle Explain. 


But, inſtead of olving this difh- p 


culcy, the Socinians have made ic a 


downright and Irreconcileable Con- 
tradition. They would have Three 


to be One and the ſelf-ſame Perſon. 


This cannot be favd from a (on 
tradition, They acknowledge the 
Three m Hedven, the Father, the Word, 
and the Spirit, If theſe are one and 
the ſelf-ſame Perſon, they cannot 


be Three. If they are one Nature, © 


' and {everal Perſons; this is a Diffi- 


culty, it is a Mhftry;- but it is no. 


Contradiflion, 
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4 Contradiftion, becauſe they are not 
*F One. and Three in the ſame reſpet ; 
'Þ for that-is neceſſary to make ir a 

J  Contradifiion. In one Reſpe , that is 

& of cheir Nature , they are One; in 
Fan other Reſpe , char is, of their 


& Perſons, they are Three, But if they 


F are One in Perſon, as well as in Na- 


"ture ; and'yet are Three (as theſe Soa 
* cinians do confeſs) then they are Three 
- and One, in the ſelf-ſame Reſpet, which 
' is afull Eontradifion. 


